


Saint Louise House provides mothers the stability of a home as well as the support they need 
to develop economic security for themselves and for their children.



At Saint Louise House, we hold strongly to 
the idea that housing is a fundamental human 
need and necessary to improve quality of life. 
Without a stable, reliable and certain place 
to live, everything else simply falls apart. We 
know that the first step out of poverty is into a 
home.

Housing stability establishes a positive 
framework through which to experience 
life, providing the emotional foothold which 
allows women to invest in their home, social 
relationships and personal development as well 
as to develop economic security for themselves 
and for their children.

In 2017, you, our community of support, 
embraced 41 families, including 97 children. 
You made it possible for us to open additional 
homes. You also did much more than just 
house families experiencing homelessness. 
You made it possible for us to provide 
wraparound support for their health and 
well-being, education and employment. And 
then you embraced them and showed them 
love. You provided mothers practical support 
for childcare and transportation so they could 

work more hours or improve their education 
while also providing emotional support 
through delivery of birthday cakes and meals. 
You made it possible for us to strengthen 
our two-generation approach to supporting 
families by deepening our direct support for 
children. And then you provided those children 
with everything from backpacks and school 
supplies to gifts and holiday cheer. Your legacy 
is a new legacy for mothers, their children, and 
their children’s children.

Our vision for the coming year is to continue 
growing to serve more families, to continue 
deepening our support for two generations at 
a time, and to strengthen the ways that we 
engage the entire community in this endeavor.

I am grateful to you for all you have made 
possible and I hope you will continue to be a 
part of a legacy of empowering women with 
children to overcome homelessness.

- Laura Ward, Executive Director

Our Mission To empower women with children to overcome homelessness.



At StarKids!, our social and emotional learning workshop for children ages 6-12, children created representations 
of their families out of playdough while identifying and talking about their family’s strengths. 



Stable housing is the key for a mother to develop a plan for taking care of her family. Wraparound services 
ensure that basic needs are met, families have access to community resources, and families are supported on 
their journey toward self-sufficiency.

Housing and Wraparound Services

Saint Louise House meets every mother and every 
child right where they are and ensures that they have 
the support they need to overcome barriers to self-
sufficiency. Rent, time in program, and goals are all 
individually tailored to meet the needs of each family.

Highly-Individualized
Saint Louise House addresses the needs of mothers 
and children simultaneously so that both can achieve 
their full potential. This whole-family approach 
breaks the cycle of poverty for two generations at 
a time.

Two-Generation

Approach

We envision a Central Texas community where every family 
can thrive together in safe, stable housing.



41 mothers found support for improving education and employment opportunities 
and a partner on their journeys out of homelessness through intensive case 
management with weekly goal setting.

Mothers 
Served

97 children thrived in a safe and supportive environment that provided social 
and emotional learning groups at each age level, counseling, and support for 
participation in extracurricular activities.

Children
Supported

6 families found the skills, resources, and confidence they needed to graduate out 
of Saint Louise House into other stable housing.

9 families who were homeless at the beginning of the year found a home at Saint 
Louise House in 2017 and began their journeys out of homelessness and poverty.

Families
No Longer 
Homeless

Families
Graduated

2017 Impact



“Their caring and concern taught me that I was important to them, it 
also taught me that I am important to my son and myself. I learned to 

care for my son in the best way and I also learned to love myself.” 

2017 Impact

Angela (name changed to protect her privacy) and her son came to Saint Louise House needing more than just a stable 
home. They both needed treatment for anxiety, depression, and other mental health diagnoses resulting from years of 
abuse and trauma. Angela needed education and job training if she were to grow beyond her minimum wage job. Her 
son needed a strong advocate to manage his medication and ensure he received appropriate behavioral support at home 
and at school. 

They found all this support and more at Saint Louise House.

When Angela and her son graduated from Saint Louise House in 2017, she had completed her Associate’s degree and 
been offered a full-time job. Using her own strengths and empathy, she was a mentor to other Saint Louise House 
mothers, encouraging them to have faith in themselves. Through pursuit of higher education and training, she 
had become a volunteer sponsor and a professional therapist, supporting others on their journeys of healing. Most 
importantly, her son was thriving at home and at school.

Saint Louise House provided an opportunity for two generations, Angela and her son, to build new legacies for the 
future.



The Saint Louise House case management team build strong, supportive relationships with 
mothers and children based on the mantra of “doing for, doing with, cheering on!”



Community of Support

Staff partner with families as mothers and children discover and 
build upon their own strengths, resources, and abilities, building 
confidence as they build self-sufficiency.

Volunteers deliver birthday cakes and meals for special days, 
prepare apartments for new families, provide childcare, and 
supply the administrative and program support necessary to keep 
Saint Louise House more than a home for families. 

Donors and Legacy Circle Members provide Saint Louise 
House with the financial stability and resources needed to 
ensure that every family is able to complete their journey from 
homelessness to lives outside poverty.

Partner Organizations make it possible for us to expand the 
breadth and depth of services we offer to families as they heal 
from the wounds of homelessness and strengthen self-sufficiency.

Saint Louise House is more than just a stable home for families. 
It is an entire community of support working together to provide 

pathways out of poverty to mothers and children.

“Saint Louise House made 
me feel like I mattered. I felt 
like finally I had a partner. 
For the first time, I felt like I 
wasn’t alone.”

- Saint Louise House Alumna



Volunteers and donors ensure that families move into fully-furnished and beautifully decorated apartments. 
When a family graduates to stability, they take everything in the apartment with them to their new home.



Caption

100+ 
volunteers

6,000+ hours of service 
to Saint Louise House families

• 10 apartments furnished and decorated

• 280 meals delivered and shared

• 250 hours of shopping & administrative support

• 30 evenings of childcare provided

Volunteers



Legacy Circle Leaders Jack Gullahorn and Letty Landa and Saint Louise House Board Chair 
Molly Trexler present Austin Bishop Emeritus John McCarthy the Sister Sharon Groetsch 

“See the Need” Vincentian Spirit Award at the Legacy Circle inaugural event.



We are all building a legacy regardless of our age, sphere of influence or net worth. Leaving a legacy is about having 
influence well into the future. Legacy building for an organization is about ensuring the long-term viability and leaving 
it stronger, more productive, and more valuable than it was before. Legacy building for the next generation is about 
personal interactions meaningful enough to leave an imprint on them.

The Saint Louise House Legacy Circle, formed in 2017, is the very foundation of the community of support we provide 
for families that reverberates for generations to come.

In addition to annual financial commitments of $1,000 or a lifetime commitment of over $5,000, members support 
Saint Louise House families by sharing their expertise, relationships and passion for our mission.

The dedication and commitment of Legacy Circle members gives Saint Louise House the financial stability it needs to 
say yes to families, whether they need support for a few months or a few years. The intangible impact that is made 
through our relationship is stronger more stable families, who were formerly homeless, now enriching our entire 
community with their great potential.

Join our Legacy Circle to become more intimately connected to the future of Saint Louise House.

“Thank you for believing in me when 
I didn’t believe in myself.”

- Saint Louise House Alumna
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Terri and Burl McClendon
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Vincent and Dara Prothro
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David and Sandra Risher
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Funding Partners
Corporations
3M Austin Center
AmazonSmile Foundation
AMD
Ascension
Charles Schwab Foundation
CSA Management, Inc.
Entrepreneurs Foundation of Central Texas
Facility Solutions Group, inc.
First State Bank Central TX
First Trust
Flynn Construction Incorporated
Fons PR
Gensler
HEB
IBM
Kendra Scott
Lorenz & Lorenz, LLP
MAXIMUS Foundation
Moreland Properties, Inc.
Popp Hutcheson PLLC
Sabot Development
SACHEM, Inc.
Seton Healthcare Family
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Social Solutions
Texas Roofing
The Zilveti Team at Farmer’s
Venco Construction Ltd.

Foundations
A Glimmer of Hope Austin
Carl and Aune Lind Family Foundation
Charles H. Phipps Family Foundation
Clark and Charlene Thompson Foundation
Donald D. Hammill Foundation
Haggerty Family Foundation
Lola Wright Foundation
Lowe Foundation
Mission & Ministry, Inc.
Moody Foundation
Pacey Family Foundation
Patrick and Beatrice Haggerty Foundation
Paver Family Foundation
Pellets Foundation
Perkins-Prothro Foundation
Rachael and Ben Vaughan Foundation
Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless
Shield-Ayres Foundation
St. David’s Foundation
Still Water Foundation
Strake Foundation
Swinerton Foundation
Texas Foundations Fund
Topfer Family Foundation
United Way for Greater Austin
Women’s Fund of the Austin Community Foundation



Faith-based and Community Groups
Austin Allies
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Congregation of Holy Cross, Moreau Province
CREW
Emmaus Catholic Church
Knights of Columbus Councils 8156, 9796, and 10776
Ladies of Charity - Lake Travis
Manchaca United Methodist Church
National Charity League
Our Lady of Guadalupe Trust
Pan American Round Table of Austin
Parmer Lane Elementary
Real Estate Council of Austin
Resurrection Church
Saint Louis King of France Catholic School
St. Austin Catholic School
St. Catherine of Siena Church
St. Theresa Catholic Church
Texas Spirits
Travis County Medical Alliance
University Catholic Center
Westminster Presbyterian Church of Austin, TX
Young Men’s Service League

Local Governments
City of Austin
Travis County

Funding Partners

We appreciate all who contribute to supporting Saint 
Louise House families. A complete list of

2017 financial donors can be found at
www.saintlouisehouse.org

Saint Louise House is grateful to those who contribute 
their time, talent, and treasure to support our families.

 
To learn more about volunteer opportunities, in-kind 

or financial donations, or special events, check out 
our webpage at www.saintlouisehouse.org or 

contact volunteer@saintlouisehouse.org. 

Join the Saint Louise 
House Community of 
Support for Families!



2017 Saint Louise House Families
Prior Experiences

Ages Served

Annual Household Income on Entry

<$10,000
(59%)

$20,000-$32,000
(20%)

$10,000-$20,000
(22%)

*Living in a shelter, car, hotel, 
or couch-surfing

0-5 6-11 12-18 19-24 25-35 36+

20

Homelessness 100%*

Domestic 
Violence 78%

48 22 10 15 22



To strengthen self-sufficiency and gain economic security, these families need more than a 
roof over their heads. They need stable housing paired with wraparound services.

2017 Financials

2017 Expenses 2017 Revenues
Special Events 

10%

Rental & Other 
Income

8%

In-Kind 
Donations

10%

Individual Gifts 
27%

Private Grants 
34%

Public Grants 
11%

Program - Housing
47%

Program - Wraparound Services
39%

Management & Fundraising
14%

86% of our 
total budget 
goes directly to 
our programs, 
benefiting those 
we serve.

2017 expenses totaled $1,256,683 and revenues were $2,088,109. Financial statements audited 
by independent auditors Reynolds & Franke, PC, who expressed an unqualified opinion.



www.saintlouisehouse.org

@stlouisehouse saintlouisehouse saintlouisehouse

Molly Trexler, CPNP, Chair
Dell Children’s Medical Center

David Shackelford, MHA, Chair-Elect
Project Manager, Dell Seton Medical Center at The University of Texas

Charles Gembinski, Past Chair
LCSW Emeritus

Edgar Cardenas, CPA, Treasurer
Vice President of Finance, QuickGifts

Katy Bohuslav, Secretary
Community Volunteer

Rev. Louis Brusatti, DMin
Director, Center for Religion and Culture, St. Edward’s University

Kevin Byrne
Managing Director, US Programs, Michael and Susan Dell Foundation

Melissa Celerier, LCSW
Private Practice

Julian Lockwood, JD
Partner, McGinnis Lochridge

Dillon Nugent
Marketing Director, Spiceworks

Sofia Leon Pompa
Senior Product Manager, Spredfast

Tausha Robertson, DrPH
Healthcare and Tech Entrepreneur

Amy Sanders, JD
Associate General Counsel, 3M

Kirsten Voinis
K. Voinis Communications

2017-2018 Saint Louise House Board of Directors


